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This captivating modern Australian garden 
offers a new delight at every twist and turn

U rban
enchantment
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Striking rock formations 
with clinging tree ferns 

provide the backdrop for 
this cool and captivating 

sub-tropical garden.
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nspired by the timeless beauty of 
Mother Nature, this overgrown 
garden was transformed from an 
urban jungle into an enchanting 
sub-tropical haven in outer Sydney.

At the outset, the garden was 
a labyrinth of invasive running 
bamboo. When the labour-intensive 
clearing process began, what 
lay underneath was a delightful 

surprise — a series of natural watercourses that were 
incorporated into the final design.

Once the site was cleared then began the arduous task 
of transporting the project materials on-site. Everything 
had to be bucketed in to the site, which sat over seven 
metres lower than the street access above.

Alex Haskey from Valley Garden Landscapes describes 
the garden as “modern Australian”. Striking rock 
formations with clinging green ferns feature and, tucked 
underneath an imposing rocky granite shelf, there is 
fire pit. “The fire is an echo from the past where you can 
imagine fires being lit in the same place for thousands of 
years,” says Alex.

Curved timber bench seating provides a vantage point 
from which to warm yourself by the flickering fire and 
drink in the earthy ambience. “The seat was constructed 
from northern box decking,” says Alex. “Decomposed 

granite pathways with cypress pine sleepers were 
installed to act as stepping pads leading to the fire pit 
area and to create an added design element.”

When deciding on planting, Alex was guided by the 
prevailing landscape. “The planting is sub-tropical in 
flavour, taking our cue from the existing tree ferns and 
the damp, shady nature of the site,” he says.

Featured are giant bird of paradise (Strelitzia nicolai) 
and ornamental red ginger (Alpinia purpurata), with their 
showy vibrant coloured bracts. The roughly textured 
fronds of the soft tree ferns (Dicksonia antarctica) form 
an attractive spreading canopy throughout the garden. 
Tiger grass, Japanese sago palms and Nepalese blue 
bamboo — a non-invasive bamboo with waxy blue-green 
culms — create an eye-catching display.

To ensure plants stay vibrant and healthy in the drier 
months of the year, drip irrigation was installed. Bamboo 
guard was also installed to prevent the return of the 
urban jungle.

One of the geographical features of the garden is 
the dry riverbeds that wind through the property. 
Their curved shape was defined by laying pebbles and 
boulders to replicate one of the natural watercourses.

So that the area can be enjoyed when the sun goes 
down, strategic uplighting and feature lighting was 
installed. The shadows of light play along the granite 
surface of the outcrop, casting shadows and illuminating 
garden pathways and feature plants. 
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OPPOSITE PAGE  Decomposed granite pathways with steppers made of  
cypress pine sleepers lead to the cosy fire pit area.
TOP Taking his cue from the tree ferns and the damp,ness of the shady site, 
the designer decided sub-tropical plants would thrive here.
ABOVE The fire pit and curved timber bench, constructed from northern 
box, are tucked underneath a rocky granite shelf.
LEFT When the property was being cleared, several natural watercourses 
were discovered and worked into the new landscape design.
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“Transformed from an urban 
jungle into an enchanting  

sub-tropical haven”


