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Three 
in one

Divided into three distinct 
outdoor living zones, this 
modern courtyard has it all

A series of small LED lights set into the 
boardwalk and deck add to the garden’s 
night-time appeal and functionality.
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ike so many of us today, the 
family that call this Sydney 
property home use their 
rear garden for entertaining 
—  or simply for spending 
time outside in the fresh 
air. But unlike most, their 
rear gate is the main access 
point to the home, which 
was a vital factor that had to 

be taken into consideration when redesigning the garden.
The brief given to landscape designer Alex Haskey of 

Valley Garden Landscapes was multifaceted. “The owners 
wanted to make the most of their courtyard area in terms 
of creating outdoor living spaces and extending the house 
into the garden,” says Alex.

“All the main living areas either opened directly into 
the garden or had views of the garden and these vistas 
had to be considered in the design. Also, as the owners 
used the rear gate as their main access to and from the 
house, there had to be an easy way through the garden 
to the rear doors,” he explains.

The ultimate goal was to carve the courtyard into 
three clear areas: one for casual entertaining, another 
for more formal dining, and the other was to be a fresh, 
revamped pool area with in-built seating.

“The ultimate goal was 
to carve the courtyard 
into three clear areas”

ABOVE From the elevated 
spa you have a panoramic 

view of the modern courtyard.
RIGHT ABOVE The addition 
of timber seating next to the 

spa is somewhere to unwind.
RIGHT The designated dining  

space is located on a paved 
area at the rear of the house .
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“As the space was always on show — either when passing 
through it or viewed from inside the house — it needed to 
be attractive, inviting and have a timeless quality. There also 
had to be a balance between the hard and soft landscaping 
elements,” says Alex. “By using a mix of Australian hardwood 
decking and modular travertine paving, we have given the 
space a modern yet classic look.”

The dining area that flows from the back of the house is 
paved while the lounge area, located on the opposite side 
of the garden, consists of decking. Even though both living 
spaces sit at the same level, they appear quite discreet.

“More space was created by moving the glass pool 
fence closer to the pool and by digging out a large rear 
garden bed. Drama was added by having the timber 
boardwalk cut through the planting and jut into the main 
dining area. This helps link all of the elements and, in the 
process, makes a bold statement,” adds Alex.

Before Valley Garden Landscapes came on board, the 

owners had already re-tiled the pool and raised spa. Alex and 
his team took the upgrading of this area a few steps further 
with the introduction of a low corner bench seat. To soften 
the look of the area, a Eureka lemon tree, under-planted with 
thyme, takes pride of place in a trough-style planter.

“The garden is proof that you can have a sleek, modern 
design but still incorporate large amounts of edible plants. 
The lush planting scheme is mainly made up of palatable 
plants such as the featured pleached loquat across the 
rear garden wall and the rosemary, oregano and thyme 
that wander around the over-sized steppers,” says Alex.

Lighting is an essential element of any garden design, 
especially one that is used for evening entertaining and 
as a thoroughfare for family and guests. A highlight of 
the lighting scheme is the series of LED deck lights that 
transform the boardwalk into a catwalk at night. These 
marry with the garden, wall and pool lights to create an 
inviting outlook when the sun sets. 

TOP OF PAGE The plants 
are critical to the garden’s 
success and include lots of 
leafy edibles and herbs.
ABOVE LEFT A timber 
boardwalk and large paved 
stepping pads lead from the 
back gate to the back door.
ABOVE RIGHT The design 
incorporates an area for 
casual entertaining and a 
glass-enclosed pool area.

DESIGNER GARDENS

46 | OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING


